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Program Standards for Marine Science (MARS) 

 

Preamble  

The faculty of the Marine Science Program endorses the University standards as well as 
those of the School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.  Both sets of standards were used 
as the basis of these Program standards for the Marine Science faculty.  University, School, 
and Program standards will be used during review and evaluation of all Program faculty, 
including tenure-track faculty, non-tenure track faculty, and part-time faculty. 

 
6.0 ELABORATION OF UNIVERSITY STANDARDS FOR TEACHING FACULTY 

 
6.1 Teaching 

 
6.1.1   Same as the University and School standards. 

 
6.1.2 The Marine Science Program (MARS) encourages the MARS faculty 

member to demonstrate teaching effectiveness by a variety of 
methods. There are many ways of achieving excellence in teaching, 
and each individual faculty member may have a unique way of dealing 
with the challenges of teaching. In addition to traditional classroom 
teaching, we recognize that MARS faculty are often involved in 
independent studies, internship supervision, and field and laboratory 
work, which may present additional time constraints and challenges. 
To demonstrate teaching effectiveness, we encourage the faculty to 
use, as appropriate, multiple indicators of successful teaching, 
including but not limited to the ones listed in the following sections.  
In broad terms excellence in teaching is characterized by: 

 
6.1.2.1 A thorough and current command of the subject matter, 

teaching techniques, and methodologies.  MARS instructors 
are expected to integrate in their courses the complex 
elements of all the sciences, and to make clear the highly 
interdisciplinary nature of the marine science field.  Syllabi, 
teaching portfolios and other course materials may be 
submitted as indicators of teaching approaches, as well as 
peer evaluations of teaching.   

 
6.1.2.2 Sound course design and delivery in all teaching 

assignments–whether program or General Studies, 
introductory or advanced offerings–as evident in clear 
learning goals and expectations, content reflecting the best 
available scholarship or artistic practices, and teaching 
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techniques aimed at student learning. Syllabi, teaching 
portfolios and other evidence, such as assessment results, 
may be submitted as indicators. Faculty may submit 
evaluation of their course materials and content by 
members of their program or of General Studies who do not 
participate in the formal “Peer Evaluation of Teaching” as 
described in Section 7.3.3 of the Procedures. 

 
6.1.2.3.    The ability to organize course material and to communicate 

this information effectively. The ability to link classroom 
material with laboratory work and field exercises is critical.  
The development of a comprehensive syllabus for each 
course taught, including expectations, grading, and 
attendance policies and the timely provision of copies to 
students. Syllabi, peer evaluations, student evaluations,  
and assessments of student learning administered by the 
instructor may be submitted as indicators. 

 
6.1.2.4 Same as University and School standards. 

 
6.1.3 Where appropriate, additional measures of teaching excellence are: 
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6.2.4.6 The University understands excellence in a variety of 
scholarly or creative activities to embody the following: 

 
6.2.4.6.1 Same as University and School standards. 

 
6.2.4.6.2 Same as School standards. 

 
6.2.4.6.3 Scholarly and creative activity that involves students 

as co-presenters, co-participants, or co-authors is 
valued regardless of the venue. Additionally, field 
conferences (where appropriate) may be used as 
indicators of the candidate's scholarly activities. 
 

6.2.4.6.4 A presentation should be evaluated on the quality of 
its content and on the prestige of the meeting where 
it was delivered. National and regional meetings 
should rank higher than local meetings in most 
instances. Scholarly presentations should be ranked 
more highly than non-scholarly ones. Competitive 
selections as well as presentations receiving 
disciplinary acknowledgement for excellence should 
be noted. In most disciplines a record of scholarship 
based on presentations alone will not be evaluated as 
highly as one including refereed publications.  
 

6.2.4.6.5 Same as University and School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.6 Same as School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.7 Same as University and School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.8 Same as School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.9 Same as University and School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.10 Same as School standards. 
 

6.2.4.6.11 Same as University and School standards. 
 
 

6.3 
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University-wide levels. These contributions may require the capacity to 


