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Adoptive families and adoption professionals have 

long recognized the important role of high-quality 

postadoption services in ensuring ongoing stability, 

permanency, and well-being for children who 

have been adopted and for adoptive families as a 

whole. These services help address the effects that 

separation, loss, and trauma can have on children 

and youth who have been adopted, help children 

and their families address special needs, and help 

family members strengthen their relationships 
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https://www.childwelfare.gov
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/f-postadoptbulletin/
http://qic-ag.org/introduction-qic-ag-intervention-and-program-catalog/
http://qic-ag.org/imt/
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/birthfor/
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��•€�•����•€Ž€������•���� �•���
€•���•€�•��
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�������������”��•€¦�ˆ���–
�€���•••	��•€��‘���	•�•�ª������•�����
�¦�ˆ���€€•�Ž��������€€•�Ž�����Ž
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‚������€€•��
��� �•���••��•�������

‡�������•��•���€€•��•�•�€������•�Š��•���
�•��•����•••���•��€��•��•�����€�•����’���
�•11.4 12.5 (�)- (�-2f01)-11.50.5 (026�•)-3.8 ()-16.3 (�)-10.9 (�)-13.2 (�(•€)-13.]TJ T* [(�6�•)-)-20.8 (‚17)-27.4(�)-11205032  �•���••��•�030

https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-parenting/services/postadoption/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-parenting/services/postadoption/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-parenting/services/postadoption/
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
https://www.nacac.org/resource/developing-a-parent-to-parent-support-network/
https://www.nacac.org/resource/developing-a-parent-to-parent-support-network/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/transsupport/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/transsupport/
http://www.pactadopt.org
http://archrespite.org/images/docs/Factsheets/fs_33-adoptive_families.pdf
http://archrespite.org/images/docs/Factsheets/fs_33-adoptive_families.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCRRFAP/resources/taking-a-break-respite-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCRRFAP/resources/taking-a-break-respite-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCRRFAP/resources/taking-a-break-respite-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/respite-program/creating-and-sustaining-effective-respite-services.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/respite-program/creating-and-sustaining-effective-respite-services.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/respite-program/creating-and-sustaining-effective-respite-services.pdf
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Cross-Cutting

Service Type Delivery Aspects Resources for More Information
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€•�Ž��•€�•�Ž�� ••�•…�
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�€����•••	•����•��•���	•• �•€�•��
��•€�•��€•�€��•�����

��•€�•���������•��†…����
�€����•••	•����•��•���	•• �•€�•��
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��������
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� ������€�••����•���������•�����������€�������������������•�••���� �����••���•€�•����€€•������€����� ��•��
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https://www.nacac.org/help/post-adoption-advocacy/
https://www.nacac.org/help/post-adoption-advocacy/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-assistance/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-assistance/


�����������
	��	��������Providing Adoption Support and Preservation Services

17
ƒ��������������…�†��•����…���€�•��•������������†���	�••� ��Š�•�����•��•��•Š�€������•�����������‹��•����‡�••����•��Œ��•�…	�
ƒ����€�†��•��•������ ����†���•���������€����•••	•����•��•���	•• �€�†��•Ž€•���•€†������� 	

���	
�����	���•
�� ��•����
•��
��•€�•���•��•��������•�����•��•�����…����� ��…�•����…���������••������•€�•����€€•������€����� ��•����� �•���
��…�€�• ���	�‡�����…Š������•€�•����€€•������€����� ��•��€�••����••������•��•���••�������••���� �•���•�•�����
€��€�������•…����•��•������€��€����•��••�€��������•�•��€•�€�������•…�•���������� ���•�	��� ���������
�•��•����•••���•��€�• ������•�������•�����€������ �•��	���•Š��••� ��Š������†���•�€�• ������•�������•��••���� �•���•�����
•��������•�•����������”����Š�—
•
“����������	Š�—
•�†–	�‡�������•�Š���� �•���•••�����••��•��…�•���•��• ������Š�
��•��•��•����•�����†��•��Š�€•��•���Š�����€��•�����	�

�������…Š����������•����•���� ����•�Ž†�������•€�•����€€•������€����� ��•����� �•���•����”����Š�—
•
–	�‰����Š�
�•��•�������•�•�•���� �������� �•��������€€•���€€�•�•���	��•��•��������•����•����•€�•����� �•���•���•��•�
•����…������Š��˜����•���� �•������ ��…��…����Š������ ����†������•��•��	��•���•�������������••����•��•���•�����••�
��•€�•����€€•������€����� ��•��€�••������������ �•��Š������ �������ˆ��������‰���������������������������	���������

�����	�•�������•�����•��������������������†…���•€¦�ˆ�������€���•••	��•€��‘���	•�•�ª������•������¦�ˆ���€€•�Ž
��������€€•�Ž�����Ž���•��•�Ž•����	€�• �����•��������������������������������…������������•
�����������	��������
‚��„���������������������������������

http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2010_10_20_KeepingThePromise.pdf
http://www.adoptioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2010_10_20_KeepingThePromise.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/resources/funding-permanency-services/
http://www.aecf.org/resources/funding-permanency-services/


�����������
	��	��������

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/management/reform/soc/communicate/initiative/ntaec/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/management/reform/soc/communicate/initiative/ntaec/


�����������
	��	��������Providing Adoption Support and Preservation Services

19
ƒ��������������…�†��•����…���€�•��•������������†���	�••� ��Š�•�����•��•��•Š�€������•�����������‹��•����‡�••����•��Œ��•�…	�
ƒ����€�†��•��•������ ����†���•���������€����•••	•����•��•���	•• �€�†��•Ž€•���•€†������� 	

http://www.nctsnet.org


https://www.childwelfare.govProviding Adoption Support and Preservation Services

20

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/issue-briefs/protective-factors/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/issue-briefs/protective-factors/
http://qic-ag.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FinalLitReview_2-15-17.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCDR-org/assessing-families-needs.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCDR-org/assessing-families-needs.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/postplacement/
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf


https://www.childwelfare.gov

http://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/training/examples/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/postplacement/training/examples/
http://spaulding.org/academy/nrca-archive/curricula/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-assistance
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/adopt-assistance
https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/app


https://www.childwelfare.govProviding Adoption Support and Preservation Services

22
�������›��������������������������������������›����›��	���� �������������������������������›����������������������›������›����	�
������������›�������� ����������������›��››��������	������������	�� �����������›����›�����›���	

��������›ƒ�������������›���� Support Matters: Lessons From the Field on Services for Adoptive, Foster, and Kinship 
Care Families, ��� �����›����������›�������������›�������������›������������›���������� ����������������������������������›�
���������������›�›�������›�������������›�������›�������� ����›����������������������������������������������������	��›�
���� ���������›�

http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/AUSK/support-matters/support-matters-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/_assets/files/NRCDR-org/6-reasons-to-offer-support-services.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/resources/funding-permanency-services/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/PASS/lit-rev-01.htm
https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-need-to-know-enhancing-adoption-competence-among-mental-health-professionals/
https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-need-to-know-enhancing-adoption-competence-among-mental-health-professionals/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/h-postlegal/


https://www.childwelfare.govProviding Adoption Support and Preservation Services

23

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/s-disrup/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/s-disrup/
http://digitalcommons.library.tmc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1165&context=jfs
http://digitalcommons.library.tmc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1165&context=jfs
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2646856/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2646856/
http://scholarworks.gsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=ssw_facpub
http://scholarworks.gsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=ssw_facpub
http://www.profdevjournal.org/articles/181049.pdf
http://www.jbassoc.com/ReportsPublications/PAS-ME%202004%20Synthesis%20Final.pdf
http://www.jbassoc.com/ReportsPublications/PAS-ME%202004%20Synthesis%20Final.pdf


http://www.rimed.org/medhealthri/2011-07/2011-07-200.pdf
http://www.rimed.org/medhealthri/2011-07/2011-07-200.pdf
http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org/kb/adoptpub/AdoptSupportPreservation2012.pdf
http://spaulding.org//wp-content/themes/twentyfifteen-child-sfc/archive%20pdf/Permanency-Support-and-Preservation-Services-Survey-Report-A-Snapshot-9-29-14.pdf
http://spaulding.org//wp-content/themes/twentyfifteen-child-sfc/archive%20pdf/Permanency-Support-and-Preservation-Services-Survey-Report-A-Snapshot-9-29-14.pdf
http://spaulding.org//wp-content/themes/twentyfifteen-child-sfc/archive%20pdf/Permanency-Support-and-Preservation-Services-Survey-Report-A-Snapshot-9-29-14.pdf
http://qic-ag.org/child-welfare-in-the-21st-century
http://qic-ag.org/child-welfare-in-the-21st-century
http://qic-ag.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/QIG-AGContinuumFrameworkFinalMarch6.pdf
https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/keeping-the-promise-the-critical-need-for-post-adoption-services-to-enable-children-and-families-to-succeed/
https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/keeping-the-promise-the-critical-need-for-post-adoption-services-to-enable-children-and-families-to-succeed/


https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-family-for-life-the-vital-need-to-achieve-permanency-for-children-in-care/
http://www.adoptioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Support9 0 Rt5t9 0d2507/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>><</AsMap fa/S/Type/Borde5/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[49.5 485.82 292.062 474.0]/Stru56u/Widths[370 296 574 463 556 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni46 684 +Aveni4384 713+Aveni46 2s4e70]/SttE +Aveni46 S/URI/URI(http://digitalcommons.library.tmc.edu/cgi/h0.1eni46 tm5/70 296 +Avs4e70]/SttE +Aveni46 S/URI/URI(http:4se/S/URI/URI(https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-family-for-life-the-vital-need-to-acfor-post-adoption-service86 BS<</nd-familiey-Report-A-pnapshot-9-2W 0>>/Bord5r[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[49.5 451.82 470.395 440.0]/StructParent 497/Subtyp369 2/1Type/Annot>><</A 531 615se/S/URI/URI(https://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-family-for-life-the-vital-need-to-acfor-post-adoption-service86 BS<</nd-familiey-Report-A-pnapshot-9-2W 0>>/Bord57[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[49.5 451.82 470.395 440.0]/StructParent 497/2ubtypype/35518 5/Annot>><</A 531 61lse/S/URI/URI(http://spaulding.org//wp-content/themes/twente86cw.umnconte 684 +Aveni46 684 +Ave3/alsCW360-Ambit_WioptSAve36 S/URI/URI(htr[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[382.768 647.82 534.282 636.0]/StructParpe/ 612/Subtyp542.2 75Type/Border/W 0>>/BorK>><<tM/BorK>><<tM/BorK>><<tM/BorY570]/Stmm70]/Stmm77l &346 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.450c2s481mnconte/alsCW360-Ambit_WioptSAve36 S/URI/URI(htr[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[382.768cati1AnnE-te4>><</A 5372.062 474.0]/SsAnnot>97.40 844 false/S/URI/URI(htt8BorK>><<tM/BorY570]/Stmm70]/Stmm77l &346 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.450c2s481mnconte/alsCW360-Ambit_WioptSAve36 S/URI/URI(htns.library.tmc.edu/cgi/h0.1eni46 tm5/70 296 +Avs4e70]/St34 61IsMe/Annot511.ct[122 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type6Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/N/tmm77l &346 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.450c2s481mncont/Tydsder[fosI(h[0 0 W 0>>t-A-pnapURI/URI(ht[49.5 451.82 470.395 440.0]/StructParent 497/Subtype/Link/Type06 S/U22 00>>39tion/PANTONE#20Refle0rder/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/N/tmm77l &346 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.46 6.450c2s481mncont/Tydsder[fosI(h[0 0 W 0>>t-A-pnapURI/URI(ht[382.768 647.82 534.282 636.0]/StructParpe/ 612/Subtyp5454<</ot>3Annot>>2.9t[533 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type62p://www.adoptioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Su/URI/URI(http://w09/NSAP/c[46tbook0]/H/N/Rectr[0 0 0]/H/N/Rect[382.768cati1AnnE-te4>><</A 5372.062 474.0]/3/Annot454.6IsMa1tion/PANTONE#20Refle3s://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications/a-family-for-life-the-vital-need-to-acfor- +Ave3/alsCW360-Ambit_Wioptit_W_12_UntanglvicamiWeb2titute.org/publications/keeping-the-promise-the-critical-need-for-post-adoptionfor-children-in-care/)>><</A 570 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/N//publications/a-family-for-life-the-vital-need-to-acfor- +Ave3/alsCW360-Ambit_Wioptit_W_12_UntanglvicamiWeb2titute.org 1/FontDeQPMXWXor 687 0RoypestChar 173/S9btype/Type1/ToU4icode 83 0 R/Type90ont/Widths[463314 537 574 407 630 630 574 030 260 556 610 407 630 not>0 0 0 039 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 not2520  0  481 520 0 0 0 030 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 520 not5133 26030 0 0 0 0 0 56stChar 1/FontDeYBITEHescriptor 225stChar 173/97btype/Type1/ToUnicode 83 0 R/Type/4ont/Widths[463 844 537 574 407 630 630 574 130 260 556 610 407 630 0 0 0 0 9 296 534 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 834 0 944 0 611 2 0 0 0 759 0 034 525 58296 815 296 0 0 296 296 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 611 556 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 482 574 370 630 704 296 556 260 944 833 722 296 0 0 68556 0 0 0 948 832  0 0520 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 290 0 0 805208060 2601366 411 426 0 0 296 834 0 9 834 0 9 426PMR+ 296 834 0 9 520 0]>><</ 648 aseFont 0 9 5200 0 0e/4o  0  520 not5/www/www/ww 556 960 852PMR+40 8 834 0 9 520 6 0 696 0 0815stC

	Introduction
	Postadoption services as part of a continuum of support
	The need for adoption support and preservation services
	Needs that services address
	Types of services
	Common barriers to using services
	Funding and delivery of services
	Important components of effective adoption support and preservation services
	Key steps in program development and implementation
	Conclusion
	References

