
MAAS dual degree concentration FAQ for students

What is a 4+1 dual degree concentration?

4+1 dual degree concentrations are programs offered in AFRI, LITT, HIST, PHIL, POLS and SOAN that allow

undergraduate majors to earn up to 12 credits during their senior year that count both towards their

major B.A. degree and the M.A. degree in American Studies. The M.A. in American Studies is a 30-credit

program. This means it is possible to complete the M.A. in one additional year of postgraduate study.

What are the benefits to students of a 4+1 dual degree concentration?

The MAAS 4+1 Dual Degree program provides students the opportunity to earn an advanced degree

credential at a substantial cost savings. Undergraduate seniors can take advance



What other graduate level (5000-level) courses may be taken in senior year (96+ credits)?

Students enrolled in the dual degree concentration must take, during their senior year, one or both of

the core required American Studies courses, AMST 5000 (Proseminar) and/or AMST 5001 (Research

Methods in American Studies). Students may also take additional AMST 5000-level electives during their

senior year concurrently with, or after completing, AMST 5000 (fall) or AMST 5001 (spring).

What are the costs of the dual degree concentration?

Undergraduate capstone and thesis courses are included in Stockton’s flat rate tuition. Graduate-level,

5000-level courses taken as an undergraduate student are subject to a surcharge of $100 per credit, or

$300 per course – a substantial savings compared to the graduate tuition rate for the same courses.

Is financial aid available in the fifth-year of the dual degree concentration?

Besides university, state or federal aid or scholarship awards a student may acquire independently, the

Master of Arts in American Studies (MAAS) also offers graduate assistantships (GAs) each semester to

qualified students. These competitive awards typically constitute three (3) credits in tuition remission

(approximately $2,434) in exchange for assisting a MAAS faculty member on research or special projects.

For more information on financial aid and scholarships for Stockton graduate students, see the webpage

of the Office of Financial Aid for Graduate Students,

https://stockton.edu/financial-aid/sources-of-financial-aid/graduate-sources.html.

What are the differences between program capstone/thesis courses, shared-space electives and

traditional graduate courses?

Program capstone/thesis courses are coded with a program acronym and a course number (e.g., AFRI

4601, HIST 4690, LITT 4610). These are undergraduate courses and/or projects that quali y
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