
 Ritacco , an unsavory but 

prominent member of the community—the Toms River r egional school superintendent is facing corruption charges. 

" R i t a c c o  h e l d  a  f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  C h r i s t i e  b e f o r e  h e  b e c a m e  g o v e r n o r , "  o n e  e d u c a t o r  e x p l a i n e d .  " W h y  w a s n ' t  h e  

investigated when Christie was t he U.S. attorney?" demanded another. 

B u t  i n s i d e  t h e  m o o d  w a s  e b u l l i e n t .  S u r e  t h e s e  s u p p o r t e r s  want to elect Jon Runyan—Ocean County is a traditional 

Republican stronghold—but they are also here to see the gover n o r ,  w h o s e  p o p u l a r i t y  h a s  r i s e n  i n  a  s t a t e  t h a t ' s  v o t e d  

for Democrats in presidential elections since 1992. This count y, in particular, has a str ong affection for Christie—as a 

candidate, Christie had hoped Ocean County could deliver  50,000 votes his way. It gave him 71,000 votes. 

A l m o s t  s u d d e n l y ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  3 r d  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  a r r i v e s .  Frankly he's hard to miss. 

Runyan stands at about 6-foot-7 and weighs at leas t 300 pounds. And though he no longer plays for the Philadelphia 

Eagles, Runyan is still a solid mass. He  looks down on everyone in the room w h i l e  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  a n d  s m i l i n g .  B u t  h e  

doesn't say much and doesn't come across as an expressive , share-your-feelings kind of guy. He's more like the 

strong, silent type. 

I n  f a c t ,  R u n y a n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  a  p a g e  f r o m  C a n d i d a t e  C h r i s t i e ' s  p l a y b o o k ,  a s  n o t e d  b y  Fred  Barnes : "Christie 

was elected governor of New Jersey last year after givingvo ters no more than a glimpse of h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  

r e a s o n  w a s  s i m p l e .  H a d  h e  l a i d  o u t  h i s  s w e e p i n g  a g e n d a  o f  s p e n d i n g  a n d  t a x  c u t s ,  h e ’ d  h a v e  g i v e n  D e m o c r a t s  a n  





asked to remain nameless, predicts Runyan will squeeze out a win because the momentum has shifted and the 
undecideds are breaking towards him. 

This is not to say Adler is out. "He's got great turnout in the Democratic strongholds of Camden and Burlington 
County," says Thomas Kelaher, the mayor of Toms River. "The key will be for Ocean County to come out and vote for 
Runyan." Indeed, as Sharon Schulman, executive director of the Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton College, 
told me, "the most likely voters in our poll are coming from Ocean County. Christie is enormously popular there. And if 
he's got any coattails..." 

Once the event ended, volunteers were quickly stacking chairs, collecting signs, and cleaning up trash. Things had 
gone off without a hitch and Frank Luna was looking pleased. In fact he was still shaking his head, marveling at the 
turnout and intensity. "Pure luck," he says of how he ended up working for the governor. He then headed off to 
Waretown for his first meal of the day. 
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