
News Feature

Polls show Democrats have big leads in races for state Senate, Assembly

D e m o c r a t  i n c u m b e n t  S e n .  J e f f  V a n  D r e w  l e a d s  R e p u b l i c a n  c h a l l e n ger David DeWeese 56 percent to 23 percent, with 19 percent undec ided.

Incumbent Assemblymen Nelson Albano and Matt Milam also garner  positive favorability over their Republican challengers Suzanne Walters
and Sam Fiocchi. Albano leads with a favorability of 47 percent,  followed by Milam’s 39 percent. Walters received a 32 percent favorability
while Fiocchi received 28 percent.

The Stockton-Zogby poll of 600 likely voters in the First Legisl ative District was conducted from Sept. 20 to 27. The poll has a margin of
error of 4.1 percent.

The gulf between Democrats and Republicans was even wider in a po ll commissioned in May. In that  poll, Van Drew had a favorabil ity rating
of 59 percent, compared to DeWeese’s 11 percent.

Albano and Milam had favorability ratings of 46 and 36 percent resp ectively in the May poll, which saw Walters with a 13 percen t rating and
Fiocchi with 9 percent.

Daniel Douglas, director of the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton State College, said the poll reflects th e familiarity
voters have with the incumbents.

“It seems in this district that the challengers are not well know n at this point, so the incumbents tend to have pretty good le ads, and it’s
certainly the case he re,” Douglas said.

In Van Drew’s case, the positive numbers reflect name recognition,  coupled with a high favorable rating of 71 percent, Douglas said. He
added DeWeese is unfamiliar to 70 percent of likely voters.

“DeWeese is not particularly well known, so he’s at a disadvantage,” Douglas said.

However, the Republican challengers have improved their public reco gnition in recent months, which is evident in the poll, Doug las said.

“They’re campaigning and getting their name s out there. The challengers aren’t particularly well known, but they can see great movement as
people get to know them,” Douglas said.

Douglas said another poll would be c onducted closer to the Nov. 8 election.

Allison Murphy, Van Drew’s chief of staff, said the poll was enc ouraging for the Democratic state candidates, who continue to m eet voters
throughout the district regularly.

“The three of them make themselves very vi sible and very accessible so I think that’s why their name ID is pretty high,” Murphy  said.
“When people know who you are, they’re more inclined to vote for you.”

Cape May County Regular Republican Organization Chairman Mike Donohue discredited the Stockton-Zogby poll, saying Albano even
criticized its significance.

“As the saying goes, the only poll that counts is the one on Elec tion Day. This poll has a vey bumpy history. Here is how Democ ratic
Assemblyman Nelson Albano characterized this poll in 2009, ‘They were  off two years ago. They were way off. They’re way off aga in this
year. They’re very off. ’ Agreed,” Donohue said.

The 2009 poll showed Republican challengers John McCann and Donohue in the lead, with Albano and Milam running third and fourth .
Albano and Milam eventually defeated both Republican challengers and won re-election.
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