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WASHINGTON -- The individual health insurance mandate is constitutional, the Supreme Court ruled Thursday, upholding the central provision of

President Barack Obama's signature Affordable Care Act.

The 5-4 majority opinion, written by Chief Justice John Roberts, upheld the mandate as a tax, although concluded it was not valid as an exercise of

Congress' commerce clause power. Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan joined in the majority.

"Simply put, Congress may tax and spend," Roberts wrote in the majority opinion. "This grant gives the federal government consi



"On a personal level, we rely on individual healthcare workers to help us when we are sick or hurt. We are concerned about how much their care costs
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