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Labeled a failure by the governor, Atlantic City Mayor Lorenzo Langford has hit back in a scathing
two-page letter that pointed to increased violence throughout the state.

During an Oct. 9 speech in Jersey City, the governor said Langford “has failed, and he’s impossible to
work with in any kind of significant way.”

“I will not cower or simply roll with the punches,” Langford replied in a letter faxed Thursday to the
Governor’s Office.

The governor talked about Atlantic City’s problems after the city reached 15 homicides for the year last
month. In his response, Langford said if he is to be judged by that number, then Christie should be held
accountable for the number of homicides in the state.

“For the record, New Jersey is now home to ‘the most violent city in America,’” Langford writes of
Camden. “This was not always the case. In fact, prior to you becoming governor, we never had this
distinction.”



Democratic state Sen. Jim Whelan — a former mayor who still lives in the city’s Chelsea Heights
section — said this type of battle is not uncommon.

“Unfortunately, this is what is done all too frequently in politics these days,” Whelan said. “We saw it
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