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Rep. Jon Runyan, R-3rd 
Dist. won't be running for 
Congress again, but 
incumbents who do seek 
re-election have a good 
shot at returning to 
Washington.
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In non-presidential years, congressional elections become democracy’s 

afterthought.

Historically, largely non-competitive dist ricts and an absence of a galvanizing, 

overarching policy issue have combined to depress voter interest and turnout, 

producing a re-election rate in  the upper 90 percent range . 

This year, the controversy over the implementation of the Affordable Care Act 

(Obamacare) may prove to be the exception to the lack-of-issues rule, but if 

the law achieves greater public acceptance over the coming months, it will lose 

much of its steam as a throw-the-rascals-out reaction.

Fear not, though. This year holds great promise for the political-media-pundit axis in New Jersey. The 

potential for soothsaying, tea-leaf reading and catnip for the chattering classes is limitless.

The focus, of course, will be on the Statehouse where,  despite no one appearing on the 2014 election ballot, 

every move, every decision, every pronouncement will be parsed and dissected for hidden meaning.

Every ounce of Gov. Chgri
 ement and legislative committee investigations. 

The interplay between a Republican governor widely pr esumed to be interested in the 2016 presidential 

nomination and a Democratic state Senate president — Stephen Sweeney  — just as widely presumed to be 

in the early stages of a 2017 gubernatorial run wi ll dominate the political environment and overshadow 

congressional contests.
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The governor managed to keep his distance from the increasingly bitter dispute between Kean and Sweeney, 

but pressure may grow for him to intervene and broker a truce to knock it off the front pages. 

So, while voters across the state will troop to the polls  this November to choose who will serve in the House 

of Representatives, they’ll do so with the lion’s share of their political news having originated in the 

Statehouse.

It’s just another of democracy’s afterthoughts.

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with  the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at 

the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey.
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