
Chris Christie wins a Tr enton power play: Opinion
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Senate President Stephen Sweeney, right, tried putting Gov. Chris Christie on the spot with the “Sandy Bill 

of Rights,” but the governor found he had the support of  Republicans in the Legislature to avoid an override 

of his veto. (2011 Star-Ledger file photo)
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No Republicans apparently feel Christie has been damaged to a point where they can desert him on a public 

policy issue.

By Carl Golden

While Senate President Stephen Sweeney continues to express his outrage  over Gov. Chris Christie’s 

conditional veto — evisceration, as Sweeney contends — of his “Sandy Bill of Rights” legislation, the 

governor’s action was inevitable.

Despite the bill’s approval without a dissenting vote in th e Legislature, Christie sent it back with some 150 

recommended changes, including one as minor as stri king its title and giving credence to Sweeney’s 

evisceration characterization.

For those who’ve followed the Christie administration cl osely, the governor’s response was in character and 

predictable.

Sweeney (D-Gloucester) had toured the state on behalf of the legislation, which he said would simplify the 

process by which applications for financial assistance  submitted by victims of Hurricane Sandy would be 

handled. It would, he said, bring greater efficiency  to a relief system that had come under increasing 

criticism for prolonged delays, unjust denials and bureaucratic indifference.

Had he signed the legislation, Christie would have co nceded the validity of the critics’ claims, that his 

administration had mishandled the program, and that it required the action of a Democratic legislative leader 

and potential gubernatorial candidate in 2017 to bail him out.

There was no chance Christie would accept that conc lusion. In keeping with his style, he responded by 

dismantling the legislation section by section, creati ng the impression it was an attempt by Sweeney to 

secure a political victory while accomplishing little to help storm victims.

Christie’s response to Hurricane Sandy propelled him in to national prominence, including repeated mentions 

of his potential as a Republican presidential candidat e in 2016. He was a ubiquitous presence on national 
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television, in his navy blue fleece, standing before  microphones with emergency personnel and vehicles 

behind him.

Photos of his embrace with President Obama and riding  in the president’s helicopter to survey the coastal 

devastation rocketed across the country. Christie’s public standing and his job performance approval 

rating soared above 70 percent .

His town hall forums accorded him the opportunity to  demonstrate his compassion and concern by hugging 

and comforting families who’d lost their homes and poss essions to the storm. He promised he’d make them 

whole.

In the ensuing months, Christie conceded flaws in the st ate’s effort, but blamed the difficulty on federal red 

tape and the frustrations of navigating a be


