COMMENTARY: Why aren’t the rest of New Jerseyans
voting?
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Preliminary results show that New Jersey bucked the trend of decreased voter turnout for the 2016
presidential election with approximately two-thirds of eligible voters casting their ballots. That's the good
news. The question is: Where in this election were others who were either registered and did not cast a vote
or who were eligible but did not register to vote? Why did they not vote?

Our Stockton Polling Institute decided to delve into that question during the three election telephone polls that
were conducted across or in parts of New Jersey this fall. We interviewed hundreds of respondents who were
either not registered at all or who were registered and indicating they did not expect to vote. We found some
interesting trends. (It is important to note that these sample sizes are smaller than the actual polls and are
not as statistically valid, but are certainly indicative of behaviors and feelings.)

Roughly one in four respondents can be grouped as disaffected. They said they were disgusted with the system, disgusted with all politicians, and
unhappy with their choices of candidates. A number said they feel their votes do not count.

Sadly, nearly one-third of the people who were not registered cited
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After 66 percent of respondents statewide told us that it is more important for Congress to compromise on issues than to stand firm on principles, we
see a clear message emerging from the electorate: Voters and potential voters are frustrated with partisan standoffs and inaction in Congress. They
want their federal representatives to get to work and to address issues. And the failure to do just that is eroding faith in our political system and civic
participation.

The pain and frustrations of this presidential election have not worn off. However, New Jersey voters are already embarking on another critically
important election year. In November 2017, we will be electing a new governor, lieutenant government and the entire state Legislature. Based on past

history, turnout will be lower for this election than a presidential election.

It is vital that our elected officials and candidates hear the messages from voters and potential voters. They must act in a manner that engages more
of them and work to ensure their participation in New Jersey'’s future. A strong New Jersey requires the participation of a strong electorate.

Sharon Schulman is executive director of the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton University.
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