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Ironically, given the Republican rout, Minority Leader Kean Jr. could help his party
deliver a viable alternative to the governor-elect’s left-of-center predilections

Forty-four years ago, Brendan Byrne was elected New Jersey
governor, amassing a record plurality of 721,378 votes and, in
the process, driving the Republican membership in the General
Assembly to a historic low — 14 seats.

The partisan divide — 66 Democrats and 14 Republicans — meant
the Democratic Party held 83 percent of the seats in the
Assembly. For every one Republican, there were five Democrats.
It was the kind of electoral beatdown that is almost impossible
to absorb and still survive.

Senate Republicans were spared the devastation because the state Senate was not on the ballot
that year.

The leader of this tiny band of Assembly Republicans was Tom Kean, an Essex County
Assemblyman who served as speaker in the two years prior to Byrne’s landslide.

Ironically, it was Kean 12 years later who surpassed Byrne’s plurality, winning re-election in 1985
by 794,229 votes, a victory margin unlikely to ever be exceeded.

Unable to influence policy or win legislative approval for their proposals, Republicans looked to
Kean to go up against the majority and establisgрӀԐՠհɠҀԐĀ儀䤀伀堀䠀儀䘀䠀̀匀刀伀䰀䘀尀̀刀MӀՠӰѥӰҀMհԠԄ

gʀѰѕ twugҀӰӰԠՒr�L aKean to go upeༀ̀㔀рհMưŠM԰ՐԠMՠҀрհՠMg०tm͈r nndnab five Demo�ꄛࠀ儀䌀堀匀̀䐀尀儀唀,쀅耀

th againstive Demo�ꄗats.
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Carl Golden served as press secretary for Republican Gov. Thomas Kean for eight years and as
communications director for Republican Gov. Christie Whitman for three years. He is currently
a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton
University.


