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Murphy’s critics — chiefly South Jersey political leader George Norcross — have
already raised the prospect of a primary election challenge. Whether it develops
will depend in considerable measure on if the existing differences, while deep,
can be put aside.

If there is no letup in the rhetorical swordplay, and if it intensifies, it will be
settled only by the results of the 2021 election.

The unprecedented level of intraparty conflict has upended the conventional
wisdom that unified, one-party government is the path to achieving public
policy goals through compromise, finding common ground and embracing
coexistence — uneasy though it might be.

This November will produce a status-quo election, and the Assembly will remain
firmly in the grip of the Democrats. What they do with that control will
determine all that follows.
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