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In the county, the arguments used to urge vaccination are as much about the collective economy as
they are about personal health decisions.

County Commissioner Director Gerald Thornton urged county residents to get the vaccine as “the best
way to keep yourself safe and get our businesses open.”  

Commissioner Jeffrey Pierson spoke to those who might be “on the fence about getting the vaccine.”
He hoped “they see cases dropping, businesses opening, and realize getting the shot will help us get to
the finish line.”

Variants

Health officials tried to reach those hesitant about vaccination by framing the issue as something more
than a choice about individual risk. The argument is that a high level of vaccinated individuals is the
best defense against the virus’s ability to mutate and potentially create variants that could impair
vaccine immunity. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has three classifications for variants of the
coronavirus that causes Covid. 

The first is variants of interest – variants with the potential to affect the transmission, diagnostic testing,
therapeutics, or even immunity. 

The most common variant of interest in New Jersey is B.1.156, a variant first detected in New York in
November. The state reports a handful of B.1.156 cases in Cape May County.

The second is variants of concern – variants with increased transmissibility that can also interfere with
diagnostic tests and cause more disease severity. 

The most common example of a virus of concern is B.1.1.7, detected first in the United Kingdom and
now the most prevalent virus in new cases of Covid, the most common variant circulating in New
Jersey and Cape May County.
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