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Fall1s uj on us — Leaves have chan_ed and now cover lawns everywhere, dayli_ht savin_ time has
ended and afternoons turn darker earlier, Christmas dis) lays are _omn_ u; inde; artment stores
and a bevy of state of 1cials have made the annual; 1l rima_e to Atlantic City to deliver their
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annual assurances to the Lea_ ue of Municy alities convention they are doin_ everythin_in their
1 ower to control local ro; erty taxes.

The rhetoric varies year to year, but the core messa_e remains the same — increase state aid to
school districts and municy alities, encoura_ e shared services, and tout a homestead rebate
] ro_ram.

Most of the local of 1cials who've been there before have heard it all before and come away with
some limmer of renewed ho; e they can return home and avoid facin_ their constituents with
1 redictions of im; endin_ 7 roy erty tax increases.




It1s, thou_h, eminently fair to ask whether; ro; erty tax revenue should be relied u; on almost
exclusively to su; 7 ort the myriad functions of nearly 1,200 municy alities, school districts and
counties, from rovidin_ 1rearms to; olice de; artments to crayons for kinder_ artners to snow
1 lows.

Is1t, furthermore, fair to assume that; ro; erty value rather than; ersonal income 1s the true
measurement of individual economic circumstance? Could the tax code address that oint and be
amended, for instance, to; ermit local jurisdictions to 1m; ose a tax on income or a tax on
commercial sales to of set and dramatically reduce the; ro; erty tax burden”

The state constitution requires that all; ro; erty be taxed at a uniform rate; whether a sho; ; 1n_
mall or a; rivate home the rate (not the overall bill, obviously) must be identical. Pro; erty tax
classi 1cation; that1s, allowin_ dif erent; ro; erties to be taxed at dif erent rates, 1s an 1ssue which
could be ex7 lored.

Incentives have been of ered to encoura_e shared services a_reements at the municy al level
and, while many have been entered into, their im; act on; ro; erty taxes has been relatively
minor.

Pro; osals for municy al or school district mer_ ers have always aroused s1_nificant; ushback
locally 1n a state in which alon_ and entrenched tradition of home rule has been a major obstacle
not about to be overcome.

Residents like their home towns and school districts and are loathe to lose their convenient
access to _overnment of 1cials or trade in their comfort zone and 1dentity throu_h absor; tion
into anel_hborin. community.

There has always been _ eneral acknowled ement that New Jersey has an overload of local
jurisdictions and that 1t leads to more ex; ensive _overnment (read, h1_her; ro; erty taxes), but
resistance to chan_e has been stout and endurin_.

Acknowled_1in_ that sufficient; olitical will to undertake a tax code restructurin_ on a massive
scale hasbeenlackin_ 1nle_islatures over the years su__ests stron_ly that there1s an intrinsic
1 reference for maintainin_ an admittedly unfair system rather than risk of endin_ voters and
s] ecial interest _rouw s.

The need 1s evident, thou_h, orle_islators will trek to the Lea_ ue convention in 2023 to inform the
attendees that the roof has been atched for one more year while ho 1in_ 1t remains dry.
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