State Budget: Record Spending and Record Embarrassment
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The 1scal 2024 state bud_ et s1_ ned by Gov. Phil Mur hy established two records: 1rst, at $54.3 billion 1t
1s the lar_estn state history (htt; s://www.insidernj.com/home-o -the-who; ; er-nj-assembly-

aJ | roves-54-3-billion-bud_ et/), and second or thelevel o embarrassment the Le_islature brou_ht on
itsel and the environmento _overnmental dis unctionit created in the; rocess.

Des) ite havin_ the overnor’sbud et recommendationinhand or our months, 1t came downtoa
chaotic last-minute stam; ede (htt; s://www.njs otli htnews.or_/video/le_1slature-; asses-historic-54-
3b-bud,_ et/) to secure committee a; 7 roval, even thou_h the’ ro; osed bud_ et wasn't available, and to


https://www.insidernj.com/category/columnist/
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He s1_ned 1t (htt) s://www.insidernj.com/mur; hy-s1_ns-the-2024-bud_et/) little more than three hours
be ore the constitutionally mandated July 1deadline orabud_ettobein;laceandheado! a
. overnment shutdown.


https://www.insidernj.com/murphy-signs-the-2024-budget/

It wasle ttobud_ et committee chairman:
acknowled _1in_the chaosandsu__estin
1 rocess to instill _ reater order and; roc

His su__estion notwithstandin_, “mode
1s the abuse o the system that s.
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