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Strategic Theme (choose one)  

Learning  

Engagement  

Global Perspectives  
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Narrative Summary of Project  

. 

Assessment Plan: What are your anticipated outcomes and specific measurements for success?  



Budg et Summ ary 

Item 
FY2019 

July 1, 2018 Ð 
June 30, 2019 

FY2020 
July 1, 2019 Ð 
June 30, 2020 

FY2021 
July 1, 2020 Ð 
June 30, 2021 

Van Duyne, Emily




Emily Van Duyne, Fall 2018 2020 Application 
 
Project Title: Sylvia Plath’s Letters: Using Primary Sources To Uncover Women’s Histories 
 
Additional Background For Project: 
 
Sylvia Plath’s influence on literature, popular culture, and the intersection of the two cannot be 
overstated. At a recent British Library event celebrating the publication of her Letters, Plath scholar 
and biographer Heather Clark put it elegantly: “Sylvia Plath is one of the most important writers and 
cultural figures of the 20th century.”  
 
Plath committed suicide at 30, after attempting to end a tumultuous marriage to Ted Hughes, her 
husband of six years and the father of their two children. Though Plath had begun moving toward 
divorce at the time of her death, the two were technically still married; Plath died “intestate,” which 



found in the following small sample of the many reviews: 
 
Alexander, Paul. “Plath’s Joy and Desolation.” The Washington Post. November 4, 2018: E10. 
 
Chiasson, Dan. “The Girl That Things Happen To.” The New Yorker. November 5, 2018. 62-7. 
 
Roiphe, Katie. “Mad Girl’s Love Song.” The New York Times Book Review. November 10, 2018. 39. 
 
 
The “Beuscher Letters” 
 
In 2017, a cache of fourteen previously unpublished, unknown-to-exist letters from Plath to her 
therapist-



University. His work with the librarians to unearth the poems (which were on the carbon) is a 
fascinating centerpiece of the public lecture he will give at Stockton.  
 
Appeal to the Community & Stockton’s Mission 
 

https://stockton.edu/relations/service-request-form.html


several additional programs and student support departments might be interested in collaborating if 
we are able to fund this project. These additional partners may be able to contribute more funds to 
cover some of any additional activities, or that we may need to expend the “contingency” built into 
the budget for this purpose. At this time, the budget only reflects concrete arrangements that the 
potential partners are able to support as shown. The $250 worth of contributions from American 
Studies, General Studies, and Literature will cover half of the proposed “contingency” budget; the 
other $250 is included in the budget summary. 
 
A Final Note About Peter K. Steinberg 
 
As an historian and a literary critic, Peter is a model of interdisciplinarity, embodying the best of 
Stockton's academic mission. His lecture will bring the privileged space of the archive to the public, 
furthering Stockton’s mission of bringing high-end, liberal arts-based education to traditionally 
underserved populations. Peter’s work makes Plath accessible, open-access—a more democratized 
version of a previously out-of-reach writer. This is the new Sylvia Plath that the world is just getting 
to know. This project allows our community a first-row seat for what is truly a sea-change for Plath 
scholars, Plath fans, and any admirer or critic of 20th century literature and pop culture.  
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